2/26/75 


Dear Jim, 

I have looked forward to attempting to make a fitting response to your entert aining 
2 / 21 , which, came yesterday, early this morning. But I sisept too late 'because I was pnsyically 
tired and the call referred to in the enclosed letter to Lesar kept me awake too late. 

I'm writing tills with an ear on the morning TV news while h ll puts herself together 
for her day’s work. 

■The man who lives rent free in our Hysattstown property, a mason, came yesterday 
to do a jot necessary before we lay the living room floor, “t took more work than we’d 
expected because of the insane way the people who built this house wasted money in a 
psychological drive to save it although they were wealthy. They wanted a very large hearth, 
maybe seven feel deep and six of more wide, raised a foot and a half. Instead of putting 
up a subfloor and laying the slates they used on it, then put in a foundation that would 

which 
sonry. 

They paid people to carry in massive stones many so large I could carry only one at a 
time as 1 hauled outside all we took from the part of the hearth we are eliminating, (it 
will give us that much more floor space.) So many half bricks I can't imagine that many as 
the normal by-product of running the outside walls. And all sorts of stones and pieces 
of mortar. Anyway, I carried all this in 5-gal buckets and used all that would fit 'without 
bre ak i n g to fill the turnaround I’d worked on when we had to replace the innards of the 
well and put in a wellpit that this place never tiad. Tons of stuff all except that requiring 
breaking in place. I am glad to get the exercise, don t mind that it tired me, but am again 
farthur behind in otherwork. Today I have to make a trip to Rockville on personal business, 
a matter scheduled for return from Rew York and no extra driving this bast Monday. Tomorrow 
a special trip tp LC for the TV show and rushing back to be able to answer any calls on 
the Ray decision. (Lesar expects me to get some, I don’t, and I believe they should go to 

him although most will go to Bud. Jim will be with Bud. x t is best that I not be.) 

What • I was getting to is another matter. We are net being improvident, rtr tliis I 
mean for us, not for people on general. u rdinarily there would be no such question. We are 
spending relatively small sums on what is not absolutely essential with a future that holds 
no promise of decent income or retirement benefits and galloping inflation certain. What we 
are doing is trying to make our daily lives just a little better. Lil will probably have 
less income from her tax work, which does not supply nearly what it should for the tremenduous 
effort it requires and is less than a quarter of the year. Businessis bad. Her's is the 
only office in this franchise that is holding up. The others havelsid people off! But she is 
not up to her last year’s rate. However, the sale ox the older books is holding up. What I'm 
doing is using that money instead of paying the printer, who knew I might not be able to 
pay ham. We do without other things, accumulate small sums of this, and use ito The floor is 

one such expenditure. And it will make it loss unsafe for Lil to tend the fireplace, which 

has given us a good fuel saving. I’ll have a step up to what remains of the hearth when I’m 
finished o She fell getting off it some years ago and hasn't been up on it since, remembering 
the six weeks on crutches that fall meant. 

his also wentyinto my getting the new tape recorder on which I report, with thanks 
for your efforts with a ark. I faced an emergency need when I got to NYC because P-ogert ar>d 
Jerry both failed to do what- I’d asked, bring and lend me a tape recorder when they met me 
at the station. A full at tu she case and a bag were all I wanted to carry. I had wanted to 
shop around for the recorder in NYC, but I needed one for an interview that night. Both have 
at least two and neithber Thought one 0 So, from the station we went to a store in which 
B-obert gets a discount because his firm does business with them. It turned out they had mq de 
a special deal with Sony' on the TC 55. I’d fallen for the 45 when I looked at them locally. 
Locally there was nc 55* There is to be a $20 increase in the price of the 55, I got it for 
more than $45 oil list, and the salesman at that store, who knew I was going to buy y-rri had 
them all, said they had had no single case of trouble with the 55 because of any reason 
and none from mineraturization. It thus cost me $20 less than the 45 would have cost me 
locally. My initial reauctanee was over what you had once cautioned me against and what 
you repeat irom Mark. It was overcome by three factors. I did trust this salesman, who h«a 
sold many of them; the machine, while smaller, is actually heavier than, the others, indicating 
more substantial cm trials ; and the sm a ller size and better controls arrange men ts is an asset. 


hold a solid concrete hearth of this size. i^fcaaa of paying for all that concerete, 
I was sure the cheapskates wouldn t, they used up all the trash from the outside ma 



c. 


x * “^' ea out that x dld not need a recorder immediately. V/hat I did was to take 
my bags to .he xjaenowxth whom I stayed, a senior editor at Bantam, who lives uptown, 
* h f. eo * hashing .on bridge, then rush back downtown, to tiraamercy Park, without 
even taking this^ recorder out of the box but with a pocket full of new casse+tes* how- 
ever, -he woman i went to see, knowing I wanted to tape the interview, had her 


own machine sei 


__ I - xiiucx viywy 

up. x didn t know she had one. She even had a supo3.y of tapes and she 
T' ° n ' 3 J Was coo P era tive in every way. She is a former reporter, was 


taped herself f 

mrriod to a reporter, and is synthetic to my^fforte. (i hadVo'^d 

ho* .o -lean tut. machine, which jammed on the last side of the last tape te—u— -hr 
dad not know it needs cleaning! ) ape De " aUSt; ahe 

w+ tomorrow x plan to tiy anothepuse for which I think the smaller machine will be 

*?%*, a ™«tion Hit* Barrie „ TOr „tat he is nad has beS ^ r u 
jt?* 1 " t0 ^ ^ oix the air. Nor will ^il be able to. I canAt depend on 
- /, ask 7 a " L to u take M-s machine to the studio, where he’ll joins me but he 

"h^ StUd t°° f* SS IIVe l6ailXea ^ the - mst ’ P^ticulalrly 

ci 20 riwd’ 1" V aar ^ 3 reak3 0311 be veiy ^-aportant. So, with a single 

-0, - should, va.h lucm, be able to get it all and inconspicuously. 

More about Harris another time. Or with a dub. 

If the built-in mice is sufficiently sensitive, it 
40 is superb. Better than any external mike I’ve tried 
were kind enough to send me. 

. . Th& ° ne toE?tation 1 resisted was to invest the saving In wlrnt the salesman *r*ed 

complete °I ttetes* 00 c^ a ro f oconoE ^ T ' he rechargeable pack is now $35~ 

a * Ulkes 00 charges. However, I can often get A cells verv inexpensively and 

£ ft alkalines, which are not econ^SlYut^ 


should be okay. 
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including your extra one you 


& 
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for four hours. 

OG^.J_S* ilO i 


xlGVG 


■oday I j.l be buying a spare supply of A cells & 4 for 220! Th-se are 
acnalxuies. Generally good for 2 hrs and thereafter for some radio -use. 


m- buy now cells for radios and I hav- ^ir --..-in- J T, fc5Ui ‘ lfc 

take h ett ri Qy experience is that when £llcaliaes 
r ^° Jf f “ ohe recorder they may easily have the life nr f^sh 

aun^y ce^lo in radios, ihe ola set 1 use for early a.m. news while I’m shaving .nrf *' 

ffkr ““ "■ hil ° 1,0 **«»* * °nlv tat Hid good % 

AC ^adapter- ftrT 1 ?f used «P *> *• WM. ted you can nodeet 

abouftS ’ y ° U “* “ terasted - >' ith »»• Vpes of connectors, dor 

• a -u . 3-0-3 — 4® u oo other work, l found one other advantage or the I’CRR t +-c- — 

nope J. taaue the correct decision because the money is much for me. ‘ ’ 

wh«-t Csi J nS Lilj Which ^ etsL,t0 your calculator game. When I got 

1011 ^SSnStlr S! -cause sS^d alw^s ^ 


a tape . She 
These have 


. . w wov/quoc iDiic u always ny 

- become inexpensive in the smaller models thnn ii ^ Vir— * m-. 

r-cT^ :sn?r 

so A persuaded her +o let ~'~eet tb*Z\ ^ 3h ^ SiS y nen she uses pen or pencil continuously, 
in thi time it saves w^S iLSt ? ? calc ^ions. She finds it worthwhile 

while I was tailing to Kabak she ^^rkei^tu- and ^ ^ ^ ^ en ^ oyed your betters 
Pretty good. i. ou. and cone in and wrote "Shell Oil'- for me. 

The (perhaps) cloutless, 



